Plain and Weighty, 


T 


REFERRED 


Unto the Conſideration of both Houſes. of Parlia-, 
ment, Aſſembled at Weſtminſter, March 25. I 690. | 


T hat Peace and Happineſs, Truth and Fuſlice, Religion 


ard Piety, m 'ay be Eſtabliſhed amongſt us throughout al Generatzons. 


CO Oo 


And now Reprinted with the Addition of more WORDS OF 
TRUTH, to prove whether as yer; at what Time; or** 
Place ſoever "Afembled, They wil fries _ and Obey tbe. 3 
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Law of their God. 
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. For the Tran'; ; ay of a RF many are the Princes INS but by a Mats I 
* of Underſftan : 
\ Therefore my People are gon into Captivity, becauſe they hawe no Knawiidge ; and 
their Honourable AMen are Famiſhed, and their Multitude are dried #p- with 
Fhirſt, lia. 5. 1 5k -- 5 
The People of be fo bave uſed Oppreſſ on avd exciſed Robbery: and bio by ; 
wexed the Poor and Needy ; yea, they bave Oppreſſed the Stranger rg | 
And I ſought for a Man among them, that ſi add make up the Hedge, - and 
ſtand in the Gap before me for the Land, that T ſhould not deflroy ut ; ord 14 
found none. Therefore have I poured out my Indignation _ then, 1 bave * 
conſumed them with the Fire of my Wrath : their own way bave I recom | 
© #pon their Heads, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 22. 29, 30, 3I. 


\% 


ing and Knewl: dee, the ſtate thereof ſhall be prolonged; hae 28 2. I 


"THINGS 
Plan and Weghty, 8c: 


I is a ſlanderous Report of the Goſpel, That ſome affirm thereof. as if 


it did allow to do Evil that {Good may come, Rom. 3. 8. God revealed - © _ 
himſelf otherwiſe of Old. He x the Rock, by Works perfet : for all bu 

= Fays are Fudgment, a God of Truth and without Iniquity, Fuſt and Right 

 # be, Deut. 32. 4. Thou art of purer Eyes than. to bebold Evil, and canſt 10t 

L : ' took on Iniquity: wherefore lockeſt thou uftn them that deal Treachercuſly ? 


Hab.T. 13. God, that # Holy, ſhall be ſanfified in Righteouſneſs, Ia. 5. 16. 
| : For I the! Lord ton has, pat T bate Rebbery for Barnt-offering, and I will dire 
th their Work m Truth,and I will make an everlaſting Covenant with bem, Ch,61.8. 
* "- »— Will you ſpeak wickedly for God? and talk decerrfully for him ? Job 13. 7, Fer 
| - theWard of the Lord # Right, and all his Works are done in Truth. He ooerh 
j Righteouſneſs and Fudgment, Plal. 33. 4 5, The Lord s& upright; he 5 my © 
; ; - Rock, and there 55 no Unrighteouſneſs in vim, Pfal. 92.15. But Tucgment 
all return unto Righteouſneſs : and all the upright in Heart ſhall folcw it, 
Plal. 94. 15- The Works of bis Hands are Verity and Fudgmene © all bis Com- ; | 
mandments are ſure. They ſtand faſt for ever and cver : and are done in Truth = 


and Uprightneſs, Pſal. 111. 7, 8. - The Lord #s Rightecus in all by Ways, and = 
Holy in all by Works, Pſal. 145. 17. More Texts might be alledged to Mani-- yy 
feſt, that his Glory is not to be advanced by finful Means. Indeed this' can- 175 


not be, for it is contrary to. his-infivite Purity and Uprightneſs, with: whom: 
dwells no ſhadow of Evil. Cots 
But manifold Experience hath, diſcovered, That when fome have defigned , E 
15 | Rebellion for their own Ambition, Intereſt and Revenge, then they muſt * 19s wanr® 
bh have a Fig-leave to hide it from the multitude and generality of People, who Fords to 
j do think and a&t in their Simplierty, 2 Sam. 15. x1. and they know not the expreſs the”, 
'very Truth of Things, and ſo they are led over to fide witli Injuſtice and exceeding” 2 
Wrong. But' what can at firſt ſeem more-Guod or Right than Abſa/om's Sinfulnes-7 
Vaw, Verſ.'$. Religion and the Glory of God, as has been the Method of former of their: * 
Apes : This again is made uſe of as a Pretence to further their own wicked Sin., ..4n&” 
Enterprizes. Good God? that thy Name ſhould be fo abuſed'by *-vile Mif- 27mme” own”: 
ereants. That- thou who doft abhor, and haft Revealed rby- F/rath againſt Indignati® * 
: all Unrighteouſneſy of Men, Rom, 1, 18, REQUR be made uſe off to patronize 072.47 #s. © > 
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'It'; as if Thou wert altogether ſuch a one as themſelvet, 3 am aſtoniſhe#-t0 
: think of this horrible Perverting of thy Ways and, Nature : Men wouid not 0b 
A ; prefame to fin thus 7Yith a high hand, nor yet diſhonour God after this'man« "NY; 


: ner; but now They are doing theſe Things, and thou keepeſt-filance, Plal.5o. 21. "2 2 
© And though thou ſeeft all the Evs/, D35q:15ty and Treachery, that is before men- | | 
1-.',. -tioned ; yet Thou ho!deft thy Tongus when the wiched Man devoureth the Man | L, 
tbat 5 more Righreous than he, Blab.1. 13. And-if God did not now keep - & 
Filence, and held hy Tongue, there could be no Tryal whether they would do ; 
thus or not, But notwithſtanding all the PraRtices of Hypecrites, and the : 
Wicked,.{ through which Strangers'and the Ignorant may miſapprehend the! > 
God whom' we ſerve ).thou wilt be Juftified when thou ſpeakeſt, and.be I 
clear when thou. Judgeſt at the laſt -and great Day : And even now thou 4 
art in this,- and all other Matters, as thou ſpeakeft im thy 7/O-RD. 1 ; 


The Authour-of: the New Teftament obſerved,by his own Example, what he. 
Tanght and Commanded-to others. - When he was betray'd into the Hands 
of wicked Men, though he could have had more then Twelve Legions of - 
Angels, yet-he made not the leaft Oppofiiion. He was. the Son of -God, 

/ King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and conſequently exempt. from ' paying of 
\F Tribute unto them, as himſelf reafons, Mate. 17. 25. Yet rather than he 
= - would give Offence, he wrought a Miracle for . the Payment thereof, And 
'Y has left this ſtanding Commandment to all his Followers, Render unto Ceſar ; 
the Things which are Cefars, Matt. 22. 21.. Now the principal Thing, belong- ol 
ing to him -is Subfetton and Ligeance, as it.is more” particularly- Explained, SS 
Rom. 1. 13. Hyerefore 'ye muſt needs he ſubjeft not. only for Wrath, but alſo . GH 
for Conſcimce ſake. Render to all they Dues 3; Tribute, to whom Tribute, us due, / EIS. 
Cuftim to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to mbom Honour. Taeſe = mn 
Things.are as-much due to the Supreame Magiftrate,as is the conumon Duty of 3-34 
-a Child 'to a Parent. He hath the fame Right to them from his Subjects, 
which they have to their-Goods, Eſtate.or Honour, The- DoEtrine of Sub= 


" j3-Rion and Obedjence'to Governours.is laid down in as piain Terms, as any W - 
* = © - other Duty in. the Goſpel, and are ſufficient to conyinee him who acts in . WM: 
S: Sincerity and Truth, -_ $4, | | - L; + 
L - But thoſe which are Preſurpruem, Self-willed, of Troubled and Seditious : 


' --Spirits, have found out ſome* little and trifling Evaſions againſt theſ.- expreſs. 
» TExts. There is a way in the World of putting Interpretations, when there 
”j8-no more need of them, than is to the -moſt. plain , obvious and common 
"= Expreffion. But this is a Trick either to wreft, or make the Command» 
--ments of God of none effect. The Wicked thus vindicate, or palliate their >” 
.,:>Tranſgrefſion, and others- in like. manner juftifie Rebellion. Let all Men in 
general remember, and-take heed, That the great Law-giver,when every one 
>, comes to give account betore him, will not be trifled with :.Such Ways and 
© + Devices will-not now. pals in humane Courts and -Judicatories. Theſe.Ch:/- | 
F3- .. dren of the Dri!, theſe Enemies of all Righteouſmſs, have fo much the more 
: --. to anſwer'for;. for They do not ceaſe to pervert the ngbt Ways of chi Lord; x 
by © making his Wo;d, as it were, a Noſe,of Wax {( (ome have Blaſphemouſly - 
F-  ;6alled +t{o.) to ftp any Impreſſion, and-mould-it. to any Shape, as ſeryes 4; 
—... _- their baſe Goifter Dcfigns, or .prefent Purpoſes, In. the end. "Men wl- ©: 
. _ _ -,. Aind-that.the 4{-w1/e God will nof be aut-witted by. them, T e” Eciminals TE 101 
..--_ are not to_make_ their own Conſtruction -of the Laws aganift VOWS Ce, "O28 64: 


, 


Le! i 
46> 


F o 


% ” 3 » ” 
” * G . = 
o % 
" ; - e a z 4 f l . ; 
% 6 . __ #3 en: 5 e - by , 
- '£- » 48- 4 : Pe 4 4 
, 7 4 34.4 _ - , + 
” 4.4 \ wh - -— — 
0 * £4 J. *% % ' >. * Faw 2.6 pA b s 
_— - ” ” vs ; Yap wy. we 

h . - CO an 7 


<< 


pou = _ : _ = 
OBS Þ eas "= A >» 


Poa BY 


CHI. BL 
have Offended, but muſt receive according to his righteous Judgment ;- and 
then - The Wrath of God which # now revealed from Heaven againſt all 
zunrighteouſneſs of Men, who bold the Truth im unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 1.. 43. 
ſhall be ;Ctually executed upon them. And likewiſe will be rendred unto 


_ 


f | , them That are\Contentious and do not-obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſueſs, 
| Indignation and Wrath, Rom. 2. 8. So they will really wiſh they had obey'd 
af it, but it is then too late, when the time of -Tryal is over, ; This is as certain 


and true, as'that.the Scripture will be falfi'led. 1-78 
Thus ſ0me/among us (who ſeem to be Religrow, but. by failure in one Duty 
it may be pronounced rbe;r Religion 5 vain, Jam. I, 26, ) do acknowledge 
z / Men ought 'to -pay- Obedjence unto Governours; but. then they:;{fay, 'Theſe £ 
| Commands extend only to thoſe Kings. who lave Chriſt, and themſelves live _ 
| | . © Obedient to his Law. And whether they do or not, private Perſons areraade | 
, Judges ; aud if they think, ſuch an one doth not, Subjects may lawfully difobey - 
_ - and rebel againft him. If this ſhould he granted, no-King(howſoever Good. 
cr Righteous) wouid be fafe in his Perſon 3 for fo apt are Men in judging} the 
Worlt, eſpecially of thoſe above them, that 'they. would cenſure; him toybe a 
- prophane' Perſon, or an Hypocrite. It he was. another David,” a. Man after 
Gcd's own Heart, ( even. he was hated and ſpoken againſt) he wonld not 
. be after their liking, 'Tben they. would not have this Man: reign over them 
| they will outwardly conclude him to be an Enemy to Zefir, and pronounce it 
as lawful to deſtroy tim as Bears and Wolves. - Whether he is (o or'not, an | 
: | nncharitab!e Opinion. or falſe Accuſation is ſufficient Gronnd with them to "IF 
&: kill The;Lords Anointed, againſt whom none could ever lift up- his Hand and | 
e: be Guiitlefs. This hath been'the Divinity of ſome, and Miſchievous in its 
J Effects; but let it be examined by. that Word, which is to try the Dodtrines, 
w >: . whether they be of Men or no. - | Wor fe 2 
P - Clift delivered that Command; Maze: 22. 21, of Submiſſion'to Magiſtrates- 
by at that very time, when Ce/ar an Heathen Emperour was in the Throne, and 
Hc*rod and Poritius Pilate were Subordinate Govyernours. © When our Saviour -— 3 
was going to ſuffer Death by unjuoft Judgment, Pecer would have fought in 
defence "of his Maſter , but was-commanded to put up his Sword in the Sheaf. 
His Apoſtles preached the ſame Doctrine, as-may be feen, Rom. 13- and 1 Per. 2. 
IV-ich was after tho Kings of the Earth; ſtood up, and the Rulers were gathired- 
' rogetber againſt the Lord and againft bi Chriſt. For theſe Epiltles of Paul 
and Peezr, were written afrer that which is ſpoken of in As Chap. 4. All 
this confidered together, doth manifeſt that many. Teachers and Writers 
have interpreted the Goſpel contrary to what the Firſt Bogen and Apoſtles 
intended 5 and theſe of later Times have pat that Reftriction, which they 
never defigned. O ye Perverters of the meaning of the Holy Ghoſt; What 
Anthority have ye to do theſe Things? By your Expoſitions and Glofles,-ye 
"have diminiſhed from the univerſal Obſigation of the Commands. Where» 
fore do ye make diftinCtions, where the Law maketh none? To-go back'to 
the O!d T:fament, wherein. ye ſo. mucly truſt; What: do ye think of Sauh, - * 
\ frbm, whom God had'fent the Kingdom, and gave it to one better than he ? 
. And though Sar] did ſeck-after his Life,' yet - during all the Days God had 2 
q' - .-  , -_ appointed to' Saul, David's Faithfulneſs and Duty: to* him may” be. ſeen in > 
f-- © © "the Books of Same! the Proptiet. -Fhere were many wicked Kings in” gel, 
pj -yet to. none did the People hence take DE to rebel, or mg: = 
| | a 
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| lawful Injund&jons ; neither is the leaſt intimation from Gods Word-ſo to do. 
It was not becauſe they. were Jews and fo the Anztnted of the Lord, but even. 


way from & 


x © 


F PSE 


Crus, a Gentile, is thus called, I/a. 45. 1. an! unto * Nebucbaduegyar Gol 
eve the Kingdom, Dan. 2. 37.. So they are indefinitely called Gods ' winrnfters, 
Rom. 13. 6. it is not ſaid of that fingl: one, but of all in general. The 
Kings rule” ſereral Countries, but over them all is the great King of 'the whole 


dom, _ Earth, 'The ord and Governour of the VW/irld. And he having ordained fuch 


was ſome- 


_—_— with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but aiſo to che froward; for tis is 


relational Duties between King and Subjects, Father and Children, Miſter 
and Servants; the Reaſon is alike in all, and 7: are to be ſrubjeft to 0ur Kings 


hank VPurthy if a Man for Conſcience toward God , endure Grief , ſeffermg 
wrongfaly, 1 Pet. 2. 18, 19. | 


} and his Lords ſought unto him, and he was Eſtabliſhed in by Kingdom, Dan. 4. 3s. 


Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of thy People, Ats 23.5. upon no ac- 


count, although he who is to Govern after the Law, ſhould command Tomgs + 


to be done contrary to the Law; yet ftill no abuſive or undecent Language is 
to be uſed concerning him- In the Original place, Exod. 22. 28. it-is douily 
forbid to lay on greater enforcement, Thou ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor curſe 
the Ruler of thy People. But throughout this whole Nation of Eng/ard, 
They have Curſed their Kyng, Iſa. 8. 21. and have fpoken all manner of Evil 
and Falſhood againft him ;- Neither can they prove the Things whereof they 
have accuſed him. How do Mcn forget, or over-look tuch-plain Commands ? 
when they are quick enough to find out any Thing in his Word, that may 
be wrefted to ſerve their wrong deſigns. When they meet with ſuch, They fet 
their Brains on work for a plauſible Interpretation to delude the Hearts of the 
Simple. They negleRed to Put them in mind to be ſubjeft to the Principali- 
ties and Powers, to obey Mag:ftrates, Tit. 3. 1. Whereas if they could bring 


” any Thing out of the O'd Teſlament of Jeal for the Lord of Hoſts and Fighting 
hy Bavtels, this was mavaged with all their Skill and Dexterity to ſtir up Se- - 


dition and Rebellion : But for thoſe againſt it, They did either omit, or taiten 
their own Sence, quite turning that of the Holy Spirit. And even in theſe 
'Days fuch an Example of -one who did a great act of-Injuftice or Opprefiion, 
ſhall by the lighe of Men be alledged out of Scripture to make it ſeem law- 
ful and juſtifiable. And they have; learnt from the A!coran, *but not: from 
the B:ble, to judge or rather pronounce of Thiavs according to the Succeſs: 
\ For they _do call ſuch a Thing an Eſpecial Providence and Immediate Delive- 
rance ſent by God, though the Means (by which it came to paſs ) are againſt 


_ his expreſs Word and written Revelation. They ſearch and wreſt the Scrip- 


tures, and ſpeak. out whatever may ſcem to cover, or ſomewhat excuſe their 


Univerſal Error and Corruption ; But thoſe poſitive Commands, or plain Texts - 


againft it, are either expreſſed in the gerieral only, or they are omitted;'or 
they put an Interpretation of their own to Make void thy Law,' Pſal., 119.126, 


and fuch 4 erue ſaying of God , of no Signification. * To apply Mal. 2. 7,8. 
The Prieſts lips ſhould keep Knowledge , and. they ſhould ſeth, the Law at, bis 


Mouth, for he the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, Bur ye 'are departed out 


of the way, ye have cauſed many to ſtumble at both Law and Goſpel, by your - 
gp nenF/6 


Preaching contrary thereunto 3 7 hive carrupted the Covenant of Levi and 
Je have been partial in the Law ; Otherwiſe ye- could not- turn Religion into 


- Rebellionz 
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Rebeliion ; nor alledge the. PPord of Righateuſueſs to maintain unjuſt Aions' 
For ths doth not allow the. leaft Wickednels, (o neither that, which is the 
greatcft Sin, that is commonly committed againſt Man. © 

_ . For Revellion is againſt the immediate Ordinance of God ; which ( though 
it. may be ſuffered for a while ) he doth commonly puniſh and Ucfeat in this 
Life, OQa wou'd think, Men might have taken Warning, by them that Peri- 
ſhed at the gainſaying of Core, Jude 11. how the Earth opeued and ſwallowed 
them up,..as-if not fit to live above Ground, who weuld have diſturbed that 
Order and Goyernment there. Thovgh this was ſet forth for an Example, far all 
that hereafter ſhou'd a&t Rebellioufly ; yet the Spirit of Diſobedience hath ſo 
worked in the Minds of Men, that.they have not refrained from doing the 
like Things. Every Age fiace hath produced Inftances of thoſe who have . 
not dyed.a Death common to Men. It would be endleſs to number all' the 
Traytors that have been in our Nation ; Tam unwilling to accuſe mine own 
Country Men, but Iam afraid we are a Reproach to our Neighbours, That 
thi Country ts 4 Rebellious Country, and hurtful unto Kings, Ezra 4. 15. as by 


| our Records and Hiſtories it doth appear. . But if we conſult them, we find 
that ſeveral of the Actors have came to a Miſerable and Untimely End. If - 


the Bufineſs of Dathan and Abiram was afar off, and long fince, theſe are 
later and come home. What if in our own Memory ſome have been deftroy'd 
in a Rebellious War, others dyed like Dogs, and had their Carkaſes hanged 
up for a Spectacle., I ſpeak not this to inſult over thoſe poor Creatures 3 but 
the Judgments of God (in which may be hidden and reſerved Mercy ) that 
have been in our Land, are to be recorded, That the Inhabitants thereof may 
learn Rightcouſneſs, and know the Things which belong to their Peace. As 
the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 10. mentioneth the Puniſhment which fell upon the 
Jews to dehort others from thoſe Things, which were the occaſion thereof; 
ſo that may be here repreſented according to Truth, and the exact Severity 
which fell upon them, that we may not luſt after and do unlawful Things, as 
ſome of them luſted and did, and fell and became as the Dung of. the Earth. 
All theſe Things happened for Enfamples. and ſhould be written for the Ad- 
monition of thoſe which come hereafter. Happy and ſafe # he, whoſoever 


ſhall read and underſtand, and take heed of theſe Things. 


Any one, who hath but the common knowledge and fear of God, muſt be 
moved with Indignation to hear the Enemies of the Lord blaſpheme, and the 
tay of Truth evil ſpoken off ; to which nothing hath given greater Occafion 
than the Carriage of the pretended Reljgiow , eſpecially in - two Things, 
Difloyalty to the State, and Knavery between Man and Man. Then which 
nothing is more forbidden in Scripture; which, if rightly underſtood” and 
obeyed, would make the beſt Men, and the beſt Subjects in the World, 
He .who lives accordingly, is an Enemy to none; much leſs to him whom 
God hath placed over his People. | 

But humane Alterations and Conftitutions are commonly long before ac- 
compliſhed ; and there are in the mean while violent Contentions and Srrz= 
vings among the Peopte:. Some crying for this, and another for that; and 
perhaps neither fide kuows throughly wherefore. Then the Sword is drawn 
"aint olir own Country Men. All the Inhabitants of ths Land, even the 
Kings that pr om Davids Throne, and the Prieſts, and the Prophets, and all the 
Inbabirants-of England, have for {reeral Years, been filled mb Promkenneſe 


=. 


; ion lad. * We'may fee goot 
"II under'Foot and no Maii'to regard them 3' We may head the cruel In- '- 


| of oa ing Sp rar, .a#d there i a multitude of lam, and a great "number of 
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| is ave Tote Ee” -and a worſe Loſs 1 is to trop further on. : for Sedi- 


A kph Ee: fonerdbe Good to Vis. natural. Body, fo x Pcs to the Pub- > | 
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icnts of Death bellowing forth ' oe. and Deftruction', the Shtieks and 'Þ 
"Gr ans & dying Men. Thr nſe.men. lifteth "up both the bright Sword,” and | 


riſes, and there 1s none ent of their Corpſes; they ſtumble upan their Corpſes. 
© Arcal Landskip of Mifry,cecafioned by their own S:n and Foly, They thought 
it at firſt'a fine and gainf]” Thing to be Diſtuebers of a quiet State, but ſuch - wb 
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Par w wg are. 7 ar Wee 1 £3 ins reſting Places, Iſa.32 17.18. 
Ea verſally a Hook: E ir4 Wink heft to os Terel Thi alſo 
_ Hot -as"ceitainly "be as'Gv9's Word is True 2” An 
h Glory. as-to. belive, his affured Promiſes, and, truſt upon his inviſible il, 


to arts a*conſtahr Health, hut when interrupted; by Sick- 
Fl zOn, It bs Hep © Prevent the miſchi ve us Effects * t ja of in : | | 
Cont _ eva at Beſt" 2 Þ 
"An My com: fobth they” muſt be Si : ſir in; Winch may Be ofed 
P and mullified with Ointment inſtead of tbe [+ 4M 
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. Theres not one'Obligation-or Duty 4@-God of Man; but '# fe 
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